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Utah State Parks

CORAL PINK SAND
DUNES STATE PARK
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Address inquiries to:

Coral Pink Sand Dunes State Park
P.O Box 95

Kanab, UT 84741-0095

(435) 648-2800

(800) 322-3770 Camping reservations

Utah State Parks and Recreation
1594 West North Temple, Ste. | 16
PO Box 146001

Salt Lake City, UT 84114-6001
(801) 538-7220

(877) UT-PARKS (toll free)

(801) 538-7458 (TTY)

www.stateparks.utah.gov

Information contained in this brochure was accurate at
time of printing. Trails, facilities, hours and regulations,
etc. change as mandated. For updated information,

please contact the park.

Utah State Parks mission ...
Provide opportunities to improve the quality of life
in Utah through parks, programs and employees

serving the public.

The Utah Department of Natural Resources receives
federal aid and prohibits discrimination on the basis of
race, color, sex, age, national origin or disability. For
information or complaints regarding discrimination,
contact Executive Director, Utah Department of Natural
Resources, PO Box 145610, Salt Lake City, UT 841 |4-
5610 or Equal Employment Opportunity Commission,
1801 L Street, NW,Washington, DC 20507-0001.
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DUNES STATE PARK

E xplore acres of colorful, sweeping dunes dotted
with juniper and pinon pines at Coral Pink Sand
Dunes State Park. Ride off-highway vehicles (OHVs)

and dune buggies, or hike mountains of shifting sand.

Coral Pink Sand Dunes State Park is a popular
destination for OHV enthusiasts who enjoy riding
1,200 acres of dunes. Approximately 90 percent of
the Coral Pink dune field is open to OHV use.

The park was established in 1963 and serves as an
access point to the sand dunes for a variety of
recreation uses. Park rangers and staff work to

protect the resource and provide for public safety.

GEOLOGY

Sand dunes are created by three factors: sand, high

winds, and a unique influence upon those high winds.

CORAL PINK SAND

At Coral Pink Sand Dunes, a notch between the
Moquith and Moccasin mountains causes this unique
influence.Wind is funneled through this notch, increas-
ing wind velocity to a point where it can carry grains

of sand from the eroding Navajo sandstone.

This phenomenon is known as the Venturi Effect.
After the wind passes through the notch and into
the open valley, wind velocity decreases, depositing

the sand.

PLANTS AND ANIMALS

Located at an elevation of 6,000 feet, Coral Pink Sand
Dunes receives relatively high amounts of precipita-
tion. This moisture allows f'oi?;'a wide variety of plants,
including stands of pondero"s';'l. pine, dune grasses more
than six feet ta“, and fbe'au_tifu‘i v.vi.ldflowe‘rs that reach
their peak in Jur{e.__." i i y
Catch a'g:lj.i_mps;:sf::of' [;mle deer, ll:o')"otes,_kit'vfoxeS jack-
rabbits, a'nél'j,ma‘ny Hslr;'\a'l'i Fo&éﬁqg W|th|r‘1 nl".\e--'Paf;-k, The
dune;é"'-s:-gippc;rg a ..d_i'w_/'er“s‘e 'popl;ll.agi"qﬁ: i)lf':._i:ﬁsﬂg_at:ts'_,i'i‘hcl'uding
the 'C'gr‘_.a‘dl ?ink TlgerBeetIe,whlch .is""vfoq":r{d-‘nd where

else in the world. Melting snow often creates small

ponds on the dgqési',tﬁétédppér’ .h‘i;').hibi-a'ns such as

salamanders and toads.

NEARBY POINTS OF INTEREST

Coral Pink Sand Dunes is an ideal location to set up a base camp
for exploring Utah’s extraordinary scenery. Within a short drive
are Cedar Breaks, Grand Staircase/Escalante, and Pipe Springs

national monuments, Kodachrome Basin State Park, Lake Powell,

and Zion, Bryce Canyon and Grand Canyon national parks.

HIKING

Wander the dunes and explore this interesting and unique land-
scape. Discover many interesting hikes adjacent to the park, includ-
ing South Fork Indian Canyon Pictographs. These ancient Indian
rock paintings are located at the bottom of South Fork Indian
Canyon. The trailhead is approximately four miles northeast of the

park and is accessible via foot, OHV and four-wheel drive vehicle.

CONSERVATION AREA

A 265-acre conservation parcel serves as a resource management
area for protecting the Coral Pink Tiger Beetle and its habitat.
The remaining 1,200 acres of dunes are open to all types of

recreational activities.

CAMPING

Adjacent to the dunes, camp in a modern campground
with restrooms, hot showers, and sewage disposal
station. Each roomy campsite provides pull-through

parking, picnic table, and barbecue grill.

Bring a picnic lunch and select a day-use site, each with a
table and barbeque grill. A group day-use area adjacent to

the dunes offers a fire pit ideal for Dutch oven cooking.

Stroll along the one-half mile nature trail or the walkway,
which extends onto the dunes and is accessible to

visitors of all abilities.

A visitor center offers information on the park and
surrounding areas, OHV safety, and also offers an inter-

esting display of sand specimens from around the world.
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